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BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Function approximation is a term applied to a process of producing a rule 
that can be used by a computer to figure out what to do when it meets a new set 
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of circumstances. For example, function approximation may be used to evaluate 
the credit risk of credit card applicants. In this case, the function that we wish 
to approximate, called the target function, relates information about a credit 
card applicant to the most profitable credit limit for the credit card issuer. The 
exact form of this target function is not known to us, so we must approximate 
it with a hypothesis function, which a computer, can use to set credit limits for 
applicants. If the hypothesis function is a good approximation of the target 
function, then the computer will produce credit Hmits that lead to good profits. 

For another example, function approximation may be used to aid medical 
decisions. In this case, the target function may relate medical test results and 
other patient data to the fraction of a tumor that will be destroyed if a given 
treatment is used. If we can use function approximation to develop a hypothesis 
function that closely resembles the target function, then a computer system can 
aid the decision regarding which type of treatment a doctor and patient should 
choose. 

For another example, function approximation may be used to develop a 
vehicle that drives itself. In this case, the target function may relate images 
from video cameras mounted on the vehicle to the brake pressure that should 
be applied for safe driving. A hypothesis function that closely approximates 
the target function could be implemented in a computer system onboard the 
vehicle. 

In each of these examples, it is important to develop a hypothesis function 
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that closely approximates the target function. It is also important to evaluate 
how well the developed hypothesis function approximates the target function. 
This evaluation is called validation. Fusion is a method of function approx- 
imation in which multiple functions, called basis functions, are combined to 
develop a hypothesis function. Fusion is useful because it can combine a variety 
of development efforts, with a variety of strengths, to form a single hypothesis 
function. The invention described here is a process that can be used to validate 
a hypothesis function developed through fusion. (The invention can also be 
used to validate other hypothesis functions.) 

In function approximation, there is a target function that we do not know 
how to compute, and there is a distribution over the input space of the target 
function. For example, the input distribution could consist of images produced 
by a video camera mounted in a car, and the target function could be the brake 
pressure applied by a safe driver in response to the situation depicted in each 
image. 

We have a set of in-sample examples with inputs drawn according to the 
input distribution and outputs determined by the target function. We also 
have a set of out-of-sample inputs drawn according to the input distribution. 
In the braking example, in-sample examples could be collected by recording 
video images and the corresponding brake pressure while a human drives the 
car. Out-of-sample inputs could be collected by recording video images under a 
variety of driving conditions. 



The primary goal of function approximation is to use the in-sample examples 
to develop a hypothesis function that closely approximates the target function 
over out-of-sample inputs. The capability of a hypothesis function to closely 
approximate the target function over inputs not used to develop the hypoth- 
esis function is called genercdization. In the braking example, the hypothesis 
function could be implemented by a computer system that receives video input 
and produces an output signal that communicates the desired brake pressure 
to a brake actuator. The goal is to use the in-sample examples to develop a 
computer system that mimics a safe human driver under a variety of conditions. 

Another goal is to evaluate how well the hypothesis function generalizes, i.e., 
how well the hypothesis function approximates the target function over the out- 
of-sample inputs. The process of evaluating generalization is called validation. 
In the braking example, we wish to evaluate how well the computerized system 
mimics a safe human driver. This information allows us to either judge the 
system unsafe or deploy it with confidence. 

Fusion is one method to develop a hypothesis function for function approxi- 
mation. In fusion, the in-sample data are used to develop ba^is functions. Then 
a mixing function is developed. The mixing function combines the outputs of 
the basis functions into a single output to form the hypothesis function. In the 
braking example, several research groups can use different methods to develop 
different systems to control braking. These systems implement basis functions. 
Then another research group can develop a system that combines the outputs 
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of the other systems into a single output. The system that combines outputs 
implements the mixing function. The combined systems implement the hypoth- 
esis function formed by fusion. One application of the invention described in 
this document is to validate the hypothesis function formed by fusion. 

Now we describe prior art. One prior method to validate the hypothesis 
function formed by fusion is to withhold some in-sample data from the devel- 
opment of the hypothesis function, then use the performance of the hypothesis 
function on the withheld data to compute an error bound. This method has 
the disadvantage that the withheld data are not used to develop the hypothesis 
function. As a result, the hypothesis function formed by this method is gen- 
erally a worse approximation of the target function than a hypothesis function 
developed using all in-sample data. So generalization, which is the primary goal 
of function approximation, tends to suffer under this method. 

Another prior method to validate the hypothesis function formed by fusion 
is to use all in-sample data in all steps of developing the hypothesis function, 
then use the performance of the hypothesis function over the in-sample data to 
compute an error bound. In this case, the in-sample data are not independent 
of the hypothesis function, since they are used to develop it. So the error bound 
must be based on a statistical framework that uses uniform error bounds over the 
class of all possible hypothesis functions that might have been developed. (This 
class is independent of the in-sample data.) The class-based error bounds are 
weaker than error bounds based on a single function or a small set of functions. 
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So validation, which is the secondary goal of function approximation, tends to 
suffer under this method. 

The technique for validation of fusion that is presented in this document is an 
example of validation by inference. A prior technique of validation by inference 
is described in the paper "Alternative Error Bounds for the Classifier Chosen 
by Early Stopping", in the Proceedings of the IEEE Pacific Rim Conference 
on Communications, Computers, and Signal Processing 1997, in Victoria, B.C., 
Canada, pages 811 to 814, by E. Bax, Z. Cataltepe, and J. Sill, which is hereby 
incorporated in its entirety by reference. This earlier method of validation by 
inference is limited to using a single basis function. As a result, the hypothesis 
function error bound produced by this .method is as weak or weaker than the 
single basis function error bound. 

A prior method of validation by inference that uses multiple betsis functions 
is described in the paper "Validation of Voting Committees", in the journal 
Neural Computation 1998, Volume 10, Issue 4, pages 975 to 986, by E. Bax, 
which is hereby incorporated in its entirety by reference. This method is lim- 
ited to classification problems. The method does not apply to problems with 
continuous- valued functions, known as regression problems. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The invention is a technique to vahdate a hypothesis function, i.e., to eval- 
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uate how well a hypothesis function approximates a target function over out- 
of-sample outputs. The evaluation is in the form of a statistical error bound 
for an error measure that sums over inputs, e.g., mean-squared difference be- 
tween hypothesis function and target function outputs. The technique is based 
on knowing uniform error bounds for some basis functions and knowing basis 
function and hypothesis function outputs over out-of-sample inputs. 

Each basis function error bound is a bound on the distance between the 
vector of basis function outputs over the out-of-sample inputs and the vector of 
target function outputs over the out-of-sample inputs. So each basis function er- 
ror bound constraints the target function outputs over the out-of-sample inputs. 
The target function output vectors that meet all basis function constraints are 
the only feasible target function output vectors. The greatest distance between 
any feasible target function output vector and the hypothesis function output 
vector is an error bound for the hypothesis function. Hence, to bound the hy- 
pothesis function error, it suffices to bound the distance between the hypothesis 
function outputs and any feasible target function outputs. 

Ideally, an optimization problem is formed in which each basis function 
bound implies a constraint on the feasible target function output vectors. Then 
the optimization problem is solved to find the feasible target function output 
vector that would imply the greatest error for the hypothesis function. Alter- 
natively, a relaxed optimization problem is solved to compute a bound on the 
greatest possible distance between a feasible target function output vector and 
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the hypothesis function output vector. Since the greatest possible distance is a 
hypothesis function error bound, the bound on this distance is also a hypothesis 
function error bound. 

One use for the new method is to compute an error bound for a hypothesis 
function formed by fusion, as follows. We partition the in-sample data into 
training data and vahdation data. We use the training data to develop a set 
of basis functions. Then we use both training and validation data to develop a 
mixing function for the outputs of the basis functions, developing a hypothesis 
function through fusion. 

To obtain a bound on the out-of-sample error of the hypothesis function, 
we first use the validation data to compute uniform error bounds for the basis 
functions. Then we develop a linear program with constraints based on basis 
function errors and similarities between the basis functions and the hypothesis 
function over the out-of-sample inputs. We solve the linear program to produce 
an out-of-sample error bound for the hypothesis function. 

With this technique, the validation data are used to establish uniform bounds 
for the basis functions, so they must be withheld from the development of the 
basis functions. However, the validation data may be used to select the mixing 
function that produces the hypothesis function. Hence, all in-sample data play 
a role in the development of the hypothesis function. 

Compare the new method to the method of withholding data from the de- 
velopment of the hypothesis function. Since the new method uses all in-sample 

8 



data to develop the hypothesis function, the new method generally produces a 
more accurate hypothesis function. Thus, the new method has an advantage 
for the primary goal of function approximation - development of a hypothesis 
function that accurately approximates the target function. 

Now compare the new method to the method of using all in-sample data to 
develop the hypothesis function and then computing a class-based error bound 
for the hypothesis function. Both methods have access to the same resources to 
develop the hypothesis function, so neither method has a competitive advantage 
for the goal of developing an accurate hypothesis function. However, the new 
method tends to produce a stronger error bound, because the error bound for 
the new method is based on uniform bounds over a few basis functions instead 
of uniform bounds over an entire class of prospective hypothesis functions. 

The technique for validation by inference presented here also has advan- 
tages over previous techniques of validation by inference. The new method uses 
multiple basis functions. Consequently, it is possible to produce a hypothesis 
function bound that is stronger than the basis function bounds. Also, the new 
method applies to regression as well as classification problems. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL VIEWS OF THE DRAWING 



FIG. 1 is a flowchart that illustrates some steps in the process that is the in- 
vention; notes in boxes describe process steps. ) and n o tos bes i dg arrows dpsrrihft . 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 
Overview 

In the next two subsections, we present the intuition underlying the vali- 
dation method developed in this paper, and we review the uniform validation 
technique used to obtain uniform error bounds over the ba^is functions. In the 
following subsection, we develop the linear program to infer hypothesis error 
bounds from basis function error bounds. We show how the method extends 
beyond fusion to produce error bounds for early stopping and uniform error 
bounds over multiple hypothesis functions. Then we discuss the intuition be- 
hind the hnear program. Also, we extend the linear programming technique by 
showing, how to develop additional constraints. Finally, we present test results 
comparing bounds computed by Hnear programming to direct error bounds. 

Intuition 

We begin with a simple example to demonstrate the process of validation by 
inference. Consider a single basis function, ^i, and a single out-of-sample input, 
xi. Use mean-squared difference as the error function. Let / be the unknown 
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target function. Suppose we have determined that the error of gi on xi is no 
more than 0.01, with probabiUty at least 90%, i.e., 

Pr{[5i(xi)-/(xi)]2<.01}>90%. (1) 

Our goal is to compute an error bound for a hypothesis function h. Suppose 
we find that h{xi) = 0.3 and yi(xi) = 0.2. If the error bound for gi holds, 
then |/(xi) - pi(xi)| < 0.1, so f{xi) e [0.1,0.3]. The value in this range that 
maximizes the error of /i(xi) is /(xi) = 0.1. In this case, the error is 0.04. 
Hence, with at least 90% probability, the error for the hypothesis function is at 
most 0.04. 

This example illustrates the following procedure for bounding by inference: 

1. Establish error bounds for basis functions. 

2. Use the bounds and the basis function values on out-of-sample inputs to 
constrain the target function. 

3. Find the value of the target function that satisfies the constraints and 
maximizes hypothesis function error. 

Now extend the example to include an additional basis function, Suppose 
that we have uniform error bounds for the basis functions: 

Pr{[5i(xi) - /(xi)]2 < 0.01 and [52(xi) - f{xx)f < 0.01} < 90%. (2) 

Recall ffi(xi) = 0.2. Suppose 32(xi) = 0.35. Then, with probability at least 
90%, /(xi) G [0.1,0.3] n [0.25,0.45]. 
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Refer to [0.1,0.3] and [0.25,0.45] as constraint regions. Refer to [0.25,0.3] 
as the feasible region. The target function value in the feasible region that 
maximizes hypothesis function error is 0.25. In this case, the error is 0.0025. 
So, with probabihty at least 90%, the hypothesis function has error 0.0025 or 
less. 

Now extend the example to include an additional out-of-sample input, X2. 
For simplicity, assume that the basis functions and the hypothesis function have 
the same values on X2 as on xi, i.e., 51 (xi) = ^i(x2) = 0.2, g2{^i) = ^2(^2) = 
0.35, and /i(xi) = h{x2) = 0.3. Once again, assume we have uniform error 
bounds for the basis functions, i.e., 

Pr{Vm G {1,2} ^([^^(xi) - /(xi)]^ + [y^(x2) - f{^2)?) < 0.01} < 90%. (3) 

The basis function error bounds constrain the target function values (/(xi), /(X2)) 
to circles centered at the basis function values {gi (xi ) , gi (x2 ) ) and (52 (xi ) , P2 (x2 ) ) ■ 
The intersection of these constraint circles is the feasible region. The point in 
the feasible region with maximum distance from the hypothesis function values 
(/i(xi), /i(x2)) is the pair of target function values that produces the largest er- 
ror for the hypothesis function among all target function pairs that satisfy the 
constraints. (If the feasible region is empty, then the uniform error bounds for 
the basis functions contain contradictions, so the basis function bounds are not 
valid.) 

For our example, the radius of each constraint circle is \/0.02, and the centers 
are (0.20,0.20) and (0.35,0.35). In the intersection of the constraint circles, the 
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most distant points from the hypothesis function point (0.30,0.30) are distance 
0.01 away. Thus, the basis function bounds imply the hypothesis function bound 

l([/l(xi) - /(Xi)]2 + [h{X2) - /{X2)]2) < 0.005. (4) 

Note that in this simple example the hypothesis function bound is tighter than 
the basis function bounds. 

Additional basis functions contribute additional constraints, and additional 
data contribute additional dimensions. In general, the feasible region is the 
intersection of M iV-dimensional spheres, where M is the number of basis func- 
tions and N is the number of out-of-sample inputs. Basis functions with lower er- 
ror and tighter error bounds correspond to smaller spheres and hence to stronger 
constraints. 

To obtain a problem that is computationally tractable, we will use linear 
programming. We develop the linear program by partitioning the range to 
discretize the geometric problem of finding a point in the feasible region with 
greatest distance from the point given by the hypothesis function values on 
the out-of-sample inputs. In general, the solution of the hnear program yields 
error bounds inferior to those produced by the exact solution of the geometric 
problem. Subdividing the partitions can produce superior error bounds, but 
this requires solving a linear program with more variables. 

Review of Uniform Validation 
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Denote the basis functions by 51, . . . ,5m- Denote the target function by /. 
Let E{g{x)jf{x)) be the error score for input x. Assume that E is monotonic 
in \g{x) — /(x)| and that E has range [s, t]. Define the error score of 5 on a data 
set as the average of E{g{x), /(x)) over the inputs. 

Let u be the error score of a basis function over the validation data, and 
let u' be the (unknown) error score over the out-of-sample data. Let D be 
the number of validation examples, and let N be the number of out-of-sample 
examples. Denote the negatives of the error scores on individual validation 
examples using random variables Xi, . . . ^Xq- Denote the error scores on out- 
of-sample examples using random variables Xd+i^ • • ",Xo-\-N' Note that 

Pv{u' > 1/ -h e(i - 5)} = Pr{ + > e{t - 5)}. 

(5) 

We will use results from the paper "Probabihty Inequahties for Sums of Bounded 
Random Variables", in the American Statistical Association Journal, 1963, 
pages 13 to 30, by W. HoefFding, which is hereby incorporated in its entirety by 
reference. Using a result by Hoeffding from the paper, page 16, Equation 2.7, 

Pr{i/' >u-\-e{t- s)} < e(^-'+^-M. (6) 
If D = N, then we can derive a stronger and simpler result. In this case, 
Pt{u' >u + eit- s)} = p,^ ^i + - + ^2Ar > _ 

So 

Pr{^' >u + eit- s)} = Pr{ ^^ + -^^+^^^ > |(t - .)}. (8) 
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Using another result from the paper by Hoeffding, page 16, Equation 2.6, 

Pr{i/' > i/ + c(i-s)} <e-2^^\ (9) 

For the remainder of this paper, assume D = N. In practice, if D ^ N, then 
substitute (6) for (9). 

Let and u'^ represent the validation and out-of-sample error scores for 
basis function Qm- Using the sum of probabilities to bound the probabiHty of 
the union event, 

Pr{i/{ > i/i + e(t - 5) or ... or i^'m > e{t - s)} < Me~^^'\ (10) 

In other words, with probability at least 1 - Me"^^^\ for all basis functions, 
the out-of-sample error score is at most e{t — s) greater than the validation error 
score. Refer to the out-of-sample error bound i^m 4- e(t - 5) as 6^. 

Development of the Linear Program 

Let h be the hypothesis function. Partition the range of the target function 
into 5i , . . . , Sk • For each out-of-sample input Xn and partition Sk , define 

1 if /(Xn) € Sk 
Vnk = < (11) 

0 otherwise 

Define emnk to be the greatest lower bound on the error score for Qm if /(xn) ^ 
5jt, i.e., 

emnk= inf E{gm{^n),v). (12) 
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Similarly, let Cnk be the least upper bound on error score for hypothesis function 
h if /(xn) € Sk, i.e., 

Cnk ^ sup E{h{Xn),v). (13) 

The out-of-sample error score for h is at most 

^ N K 
n=l k=l 

The out-of-sample error bounds bi,,..,bM for the basis functions imply the 
constraints: 

^ N K 

Vm € {1, . . . , M} — ^ ^ Cmnkynk < bm- (15) 
n=l k=l 

Hence, the solution of the following integer linear program (ILP) is an upper 
bound on the out-of-sample error for the hypothesis function. 

^ N K 

maximize jjYlYl ^^ikUnk (16) 

n=l k=l 

^ N K 

subject to Vm € {1, . . . , M} -77^^ emnkynk < bm, (17) 

n=l k=\ 

K 

Vn€{l,...,iV} ^2/nJfc = l, (18) 

k=l 

and V(n, A;) G {1, . . . , AT} x {1, . . . , iiT) ynk € {0, 1}. (19) 

Solving this program may require extensive computation since integer linear 
programming is NP-complete. To produce a linear program, replace the integer 
constraints (19) by the constraints 

V(n, A:) G {1, . . - , iV} X {1, . , . , K} 0 < 2/nJb < 1. (20) 
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This weakens the constraints, but it ensures that the program has a tractable 
solution. 

Use of the Linear Program 

Use the following process to develop basis functions and produce out-of- 
sample error bounds for a hypothesis function formed by fusion of basis function 
outputs. 

1. Partition a set of in-sample data into a set of training data and a set of 
validation data. 

2. Use the training data and a set of training procedures to develop a set of 
basis functions. 

3. Use the vaHdation data to compute a set of basis function error bounds, 
with each bound a constraint on the average over a set of out-of-sample 
inputs of an error function based on basis function outputs and target 
function outputs. (For example, choose some e > 0, and use Formula 10.) 

4. Use fusion on the basis functions and the in-sample data to develop a 
hypothesis function. 

5. Form an optimization problem in which: 

(a), error bounds for the basis functions and the outputs of the basis 
functions over the out-of-sample inputs are used to form a set of 

17 



constraints on the outputs of the target function over the out-of- 
sample inputs 

(b) and the objective is to bound the average over the set of out-of-sample 
inputs of an error function based on hypothesis function outputs 
and target function outputs, subject to the constraints on the target 
function outputs. 

(The optimization problem may be an integer Unear program, a linear 
program, or some other type of optimization problem. For example, the 
optimization problem may be the integer linear program of Formulas 16, 
17, 18, and 19, or the optimization problem may be the Unear program of 
Formulas 16, 17, 18, and 20.) 

6. Solve the optimization problem to produce a hypothesis function error 
bound. 

(Note that this process may be implemented using a general purpose computer.) 
The solution is an out-of-sample error bound for the hypothesis function if the 
bcLsis function bounds are all vahd. For example, by Formula 10, the probabihty 
that the basis function bounds are all vahd is at least 1 - Me"^^^\ where M 
is the number of basis functions, and A'' is the number of validation examples 
and the number of out-of-sample examples. 

Note that the linear program bound is valid even if the hypothesis function is 
not the result of fusion of the basis functions. For example, an out-of-sample er- 
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ror bound for the hypothesis function chosen by early stopping can be computed 
as follows. Partition the in-sample data into a training set and a validation set. 
Choose a function at random. Use an iterative method to develop a function 
that approximates the training data well. Record the sequence of functions 
produced by the iterations. Sample these functions at intervals to form the set 
of basis functions. Use the vahdation data to compute uniform out-of-sample 
error bounds for the basis functions. Now compute the error over the validation 
data for every function in the iteration sequence. The function with minimum 
validation error is the function chosen by early stopping. It is our hypothesis 
function. With probability at least 1 - Me"^^^^ the solution to the linear 
program is a valid out-of-sample error bound. (For further details, refer to the 
paper "Alternative Error Bounds for the Classifier Chosen by Early Stopping" , 
which is previously referenced.) 

Note that if the uniform basis function bounds are valid, then, for every 
hypothesis function, the solution of the corresponding hnear program is a valid 
out-of-sample error bound. Uniform basis function bounds logically imply uni- 
form hypothesis function bounds. Thus, we can use linear programs to compute 
uniform out-of-sample error bounds for any number of hypothesis functions. 
With probability at least 1 - Me~^^^^, the bounds are all valid. 

Bounds Without Out- of- Sample Inputs 

Briefly, consider the case in which out-of-sample inputs are unknown, but 
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there is a method to generate inputs at random according to the input distribu- 
tion. (For example, consider the case in which the input distribution is known.) 
Generate random sets of inputs having the same size as the out-of-sample data 
set. For each random data set, form and solve the linear program. Use these 
sample solutions to compute a probabilistic bound on the solution of the Unear 
program for the out-of-sample inputs. 

For example, generate 100 random data sets and solve them to generate 100 
sample linear program solutions. Let v be the value of the fifth greatest sample 
solution. Then generate K more sample solutions. Let p be the fraction of these 
solutions with value greater than v. Let fi be the probability that the solution 
for a random data set has value greater than v. By a result in the paper by 
HoefFding, page 16, Equation 2.6, 

Pr{/i>p + e} <e-2^^'. (21) 

Let w be the (unknown) linear program solution for the out-of-sample data. 
Recall from Formula 10 that the probability that the linear program solution 
w is not a valid out-of-sample error bound is at most Me~^^^^ . Hence, the 
probability that v -\- t{t — s) is a> valid out-of-sample error bound is at least 

1 - [Prifi >p + e} + Ft{w >v\fi<p'he} + Me'^^'^] (22) 

> 1 _ [e-^Ki^ + (p-f 6) + (23) 

Extending the Linear Program 
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One strategy to derive additional constraints for the linear program is to val- 
idate some aspect of the behavior of the target function over the out-of-sample 
data, then identify constraints implied by the pattern of behavior. VaHdating 
upper bounds on the difference in behavior between the target function and the 
bcLsis functions (the out-of-sample error) yields the original constraints. Addi- 
tional constraints can be derived by validating lower bounds on out-of-sample 
error. Extend the uniform upper bounds for basis function errors in Formula 10 
to include lower bounds: 



Pr{Vm€ {1,...,M} Wm-^m\ < <t - s)] <l-2Me-^^'\ (24) 



The lower bounds imply the following additional constraints for the linear pro- 
gram. 



where b'^ = 1/^— e{t - s) is the lower bound corresponding to upper bound bmi 
and e^^jt greatest lower bound corresponding to least upper bound emnk- 
More constraints can be derived by validating the frequency distribution of 
the target function output. Recall that the linear program is based on parti- 
tioning the range of the target function into subranges 5i , . . . , Sk • Let pk be 
the fraction of validation inputs for which the target function is in Sk- Let p'^ be 
the (unknown) fraction of out-of-sample inputs for which the target function is 
in Sk' Refer to pk and pj^ as placement frequencies. Extend the uniform bounds 




n=l k=l 



(25) 
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for basis function errors to include bounds for placement frequencies: 

Pr{Vm€ {1,...,M} - < eit - s) and ^k€{l,...,K} \p'k - Pk\ < e) 

(26) 

< l-2(M + A')e-2^''. (27) 

The placement frequency bounds imply the following additional constraints for 
the linear program. 

1 ^ 

yke{l,...,K] pk-e<-Y.ynk<Pk+e. (28) 

n—1 

Other constraints can be derived by validating the rank of the target function 
output among basis function outputs. For m € {0, ...,M}, let Vm be the 
fraction of validation inputs for which exactly m of the basis function outputs 
are less than or equal to the target function value. Let be the corresponding 
fraction for out-of-sample inputs. Refer to and as rank frequencies. 
Extend the uniform bounds for basis function errors to include bounds for rank 
frequencies: 

Pr{Vm G {1,...,M} W'^-Um\ < eit - s) and Vm e {0,...,M} \r'^-rm\ < e} 

(29) 

< 1 - 2(M + M + l)e-2^'' . (30) 

Use the following partitioning scheme to produce the linear program. Let 
the number of subranges be one more than the number of basis functions, i.e., 
let = M + 1. For each input, for each k e {I,.. . ,K}, define Sk to be the 
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portion of the range containing values greater than exactly k — l basis function 
outputs. This partitioning scheme maintains the original constraints implied 
by the basis function error bounds, and the rank frequency bounds imply the 
following additional constraints. 



Within this partitioning framework, there are many frequency distributions 
that can be validated to produce further constraints. Examples include the 
rank frequencies for a subset of the basis functions and the frequency with 
which the target function output is between the outputs of some pair of basis 
functions. To increase the number of partitions within this framework, subdivide 
each subrange Sk into equal-sized sub-subranges, then adjust the constraints 
accordingly. 

Choose the constraints for a given problem without reference to the vali- 
dation data and the out-of-sample inputs. This restriction ensures the validity 
of the Hoeffding bounds for uniform validation of the properties that imply 
the constraints. Choose the nature of the constraints using training data and 
prior knowledge about the problem. Choose the number of constraints accord- 
ing to the number of validation examples and out-of-sample inputs available. 
More constraints mean weaker individual constraints, because more constraints 
require uniform validation of more properties. 
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This section outlines the results of tests on two sets of data. The first data 
set contains information on credit card users. The second data set contains 
information on individuals at risk for diabetes. For each data set, the tests 
compare out-of-sample error bounds produced by linear programming to error 
bounds produced by applying VC (Vapnik-Chervonenkis) theory directly. 

In the first data set, each example corresponds to a credit card user. There 
are five inputs, corresponding to user traits.. A sixth trait is used as the target 
function. The traits are unknown because the data provider has chosen to keep 
them secret. The data were obtained from the machine-learning databcise site 
at the University of California at Irvine (www . ioo . cdu /pub/ machine ' lcarning - 
databaoGo). The discrete- valued traits were removed, leaving the six continous- 
valued traits. Of the 690 examples in the original database, 24 examples had 
at least one trait missing. These examples were removed, leaving 666 exam- 
ples. The data were cleaned by Joseph Sill. The target function values were 
constrained to the range [-1.25, 1.75]. In each test, basis function and hypothe- 
sis function outputs were also constrained to this range, producing the squared 
error range [s^t] = [0,9]. 

In each test, the 666 examples were randomly partitioned into 444 training 
examples, D = 111 vahdation examples, and A'' = 111 out-of-sample examples. 
In each test, M = 10 basis functions were trained by early stopping. Then a 
hypothesis function was formed by linear fusion of the basis classifier outputs. 

24 



For each basis function, the training data were randomly partitioned into 333 
examples used for actual training and 111 examples used for early stopping. The 
basis functions were artificial neural networks with five input units, five hidden 
units, and one output unit. The hidden units had tanh activation functions. 
The initial weights were selected independently and uniformly at random from 
[—0.1, 0.1]. Each network was trained by gradient descent on mean squared error 
over training examples, using sequential mode weight updates with random 
order of example presentation in each epoch. A snapshot of the weights was 
recorded after each epoch. The snapshot with minimum error on the 111 early 
stopping examples was returned as the trained basis function. In each test, 
the hypothesis function was formed by finding the linear combination of basis 
function outputs with least squared error over the in-sample data. 

Uniform error bounds with 90% confidence were used for both the Hnear 
program bound and the direct VC bound. For the Hnear program, uniform 
error bounds over the basis functions are attained for e small enough that 

1 _ > 0.90. (32) 

The best solution is e = 0.144. The target function range [0,9] was partitioned 
into K = 1000 intervals to form the linear program. 

For the VC bound, we require uniform bounds over the class of 10-dimensional 
hyperplanes, with 111 validation examples and 111 out-of-sample examples. Us- 
ing the growth function for linear indicator functions in the book "Statistical 
Learning Theory", by V. N. Vapnik 1998, which is hereby incorporated in its 
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entirety by reference, pages 156 to 159, and following the bound derived for 
general linear functions in the same book, on page 192, produces the formula 
for the minimum e that gives 90% confidence: 



where m() is the growth function for 10-dimensional hyperplanes. The solution 
is e = 0.392, Hence, the direct VC out-of-sample error bound is the error over 
the validation data plus e{t ~ s) = 0.392 • 9. 

Table 1 shows the results for each test. Note that the linear program con- 
sistently produces out-of-sample error bounds that are tighter than direct VC 
bounds. 

In the second data set, each example corresponds to a patient tested for dia- 
betes. The seven inputs include basic personal information and results of simple 
tests. The target function is the result of an oral glucose tolerance test, an in- 
dicator of diabetes meUitus. The data were obtained from the machine-learning 
database repository at the University of Cahfornia at Irvine. All function values 
were constrained to the range [0,200]. So the squared error was constrained to 
the range [s,t] = [0,40000]. 

In each test, the 768 examples were randomly partitioned into 368 training 
examples, D = 200 validation examples, and = 200 out-of-sample examples. 
In each test, M = 5 basis functions were trained by early stopping in a similar 
manner to the tests on credit card data. The training examples were partitioned 
into 276 for actual training and 92 for early stopping. The basis functions 
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were networks with seven input units, four hidden units, and a single output 
unit. The hidden units had tanh activation functions. The initial weights were 
selected independently and uniformly at random from [-20,20]. In each test, 
the hypothesis classifier was formed by finding the linear combination of basis 
function outputs with least squared error over the validation data. The error 
score range was partitioned into K = 100 regions to form the linear program 
for each test. 

Both the hnear program error bounds and the direct VC error bounds were 
based on uniform error bounds with 90% confidence. For the linear program 
bound, e = 0.099 achieves this confidence, since there are M = 5 basis classifiers, 
D = 200 vahdation examples, and N = 200 out-of-sample examples. For the 
VC bound, e = 0.244 is required to have 90% confidence in uniform bounds over 
the class of five-dimensional linear functions. Table 2 shows the results for each 
test. Note that the linear program consistently produces tighter out-of-sample 
error bounds than the direct VC bounds. 

In some simple examples in Section 2, vahdation by inference produces lower 
out-of-sample error bounds for the hypothesis function than the out-of-sample 
error bounds for the basis functions. To observe the relationship between hy- 
pothesis function and basis function bounds in these tests, the minimum basis 
function error bound was recorded for each test. Table 3 displays the averages 
over the 10 tests on each data set of the hypothesis function bound produced by 
hnear programming and the minimum basis function bound. Note that the hy- 
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Test 


Linear Program 


Direct VC 




Out-of-Sample 


Out-of-Sample 




Error Bound 


Error Bound 


1 


2.13 


4.27 


2 


2.09 


4.12 


3 


2.17 


4.19 


4 


2.05 


4.11 


5 


2.02 


4.07 


6 


2.07 


4.18 


7 


2.04 


4.11 


8 


2.18 


4.16 


9 


2.16 


4.21 


10 


2.09 


4.04 


avg 


2.10 


4.15 



Table 1: Test results for credit data. Error bounds are for the hypothesis 
function, which is a linear combination of the outputs of 10 basis functions. 
The maximum possible error score is 9. 
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Test 


Linear Program 


Direct VC 




Out-of-Sample 


Out-of-Seimple 




Error Bound 


Error Bound 


1 


5495 


10556 


2 


5226 


10530 


3 


5868 


• 10515 


4 


5361 


10696 


5 


5394 


10621 


6 


5690 


10642 


7 


5600 


10669 


8 


5262 


10590 


9 


5372 


10557 


10 


5474 


10680 


avg 


5752 


10606 



Table 2: Test results for diabetes data. Error bounds are for the hypothesis 
function, which is a hnear combination of the outputs of 5 basis functions. The 
maximum possible error score is 40000. 
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Data Set 


Hypothesis Function 
Average 
Out-of-Sample 
Error Bound 


Basis Function 

Average 
Out-of-Sample 
Error Bound 


Credit 


2.10 


1.92 


Diabetes 


5752 


4823 



Table 3: Average out-of-sample error bounds for the hypothesis functions and 
the basis functions with minimum validation error. The hypothesis function 
bounds are the results of linear programs based on basis function error bounds. 
The basis function bounds are the results of uniform validation over basis func- 
tions. 



Data Set 


Hypothesis Function 
Average 
Out-of-Sample 
Error 


Basis Function 

Average 
Out-of-Sample 
Error 


Credit 


0.584 


0.605 


Diabetes 


949 


963 



Table 4: Average out-of-sample errors for the hypothesis functions resulting 
from fusion and the basis functions with minimum validation error. 
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pothesis function bounds are higher than the minimum basis function bounds. 
It is not clear how much of the difference in bounds is caused by the underlying 
geometry of validation by inference, i.e., the differences in behavior between the 
hypothesis function and the basis functions over the out-of-sample inputs, and 
how much of the difference is caused by using linear programming to convert the 
underlying geometric problem into a problem that is computationally tractable. 

For these tests, the differences in error bounds show that a lower error bound 
can be achieved by selecting the basis function with minimum validation error 
than by developing a hypothesis function through fusion. However, the selected 
function may not perform as well as the fusion function. Table 4 confirms that 
the average out-of-sample error is lower for the fusion functions than for the 
basis functions with minimum vahdation error. Hence, the methods developed 
here are appropriate when fusion yields more effective hypothesis functions than 
selection of a single basis function, and performance has priority over error 
bounds. 
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CLAIM OR CLAIMS 



I claim: 

1. (New) A method for producing in a computer system an error bound for 
a hypothesis function, comprising: 

forming a set of variables comprising a variable corresponding to each com- 
bination of an input in set of inputs and a partition in a partitioning of the 
range of a target function on the input, 

forming a set of constraints on the values of the variables, comprising a 
constraint corresponding to each basis function in a set of basis functions, con- 
straining the values of the target function as implied by an error bound on the 
basis function, 

forming a set of constraints on the values of the variables, comprising a 
constraint corresponding to each input, constraining the values of the target 
function as implied by the target function having one value per input, 

solving an optimization problem that is a linear program or an integer linear 
program over the set of variables under the set of constraints, with the solution 
indicating target function values or distributions of target function values on 
the inputs that maocimize the error of the hypothesis function, and 

computing the hypothesis function error bound impHed by the solution to 
the optimization problem. 

2. (New) A program, stored on a computer, that when operated on a com- 
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puter produces an error bound for a hypothesis function through steps compris- 
ing: 

forming a set of variables comprising a variable corresponding to each com- 
bination of an input in set of inputs and a partition in a partitioning of the 
range of a target function on the input, 

. forming a set of constraints on the values of the variables, comprising a 
constraint corresponding to each basis function in a set of basis functions, con- 
straining the values of the target function as implied by an error bound on the 
basis function, 

forming a set of constraints on the values of the variables, comprising a 
constraint corresponding to each input, constraining the values of the target 
function as implied by the target function having one value per input, 

solving an optimization problem that is a linear program or an integer linear 
program over the set of variables under the set of constraints, with the solution 
indicating target function values or distributions of target function values on 
the inputs that maximize the error of the hypothesis function, and 

computing the hypothesis function error bound implied by the solution to 
the optimization problem. 

1. (Canceled) A method of computing an error bound that indicates how 
well a nonbinary hypothesis function approximates a nonbinary target function, 
the method comprising: 

forming an optimization problem in which error bounds for some basis func- 

33 



tions and the outputs of the basis functions over a set of out-of-sample inputs 
are used to form a set of constraints on the outputs of the target function over 
the out-of-sample inputs and in which the objective is to bound the average 
over the set of out-of-sample inputs of an error function based on hypothesis 
function outputs and traget function outputs, subject to the constraints on the 
target function outputs 

and solving the optimization problem to produce a hypothesis function error 
bound. 

2. (Canceled) The method of claim 1, implemented using a general purpose 
computer. 

3. (Canceled) The method of claim 1, where the optimization problem is an 
integer linear program. 

4. (Canceled) The method of claim 1, where the optimization problem is a 
linear program. 

5. (Canceled) The method of claim 1, where the hypothesis function is 
developed by applying fusion to the basis functions. 

6. (Canceled) The method of claim 1, with additional constraints derived 
by validating lower bounds on out-of-sample error. 

7. (Canceled) The method of claim 1, with additional constraints derived 
by validating the frequency distribution of the target function output. 
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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 



An error bound that indicates how well a hypothesis function approximates 
an unknown target function over a set of out-of-sample examples is computed 
from known error bounds for basis functions, as follows. An optimization prob- 
lem is formed in which basis function error bounds imply constraints on feasible 
outputs of the target function over out-of-sample inputs. The optimization prob- 
lem is solved to find an upper bound on the differences between the hypothesis 
function outputs and feasible target function outputs. This upper bound is a 
an error bound for the hypothesis function. 
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